The Valley Primary School

Oakamoor

Policy for Teaching and Learning
Aims
To help children reach their full potential in terms of their intellectual, creative, moral, social and spiritual development.

All members of our school community can contribute to our aims by planning for and presenting children with a challenging curriculum that supports differentiation and a multi-sensory approach to teaching and learning.

Teaching and Learning

Teaching and learning forms the core function of our school.  We believe that this is effective when teachers:

· show good command of areas of learning and subjects;

· plan effectively, with clear learning objectives and suitable teaching strategies;

· interest encourage and engage pupils;

· challenge pupils, expecting the most from them;

· use methods and resources that enable all pupils to learn effectively;

· make effective use of time and insist on high standards of behaviour;

· when available, make effective use of teaching assistants;

· where appropriate, use homework effectively to reinforce and extend what is learned in school;

· promote equality of opportunity.

And pupils:

· acquire new knowledge and skills in their work, develop ideas and increase their understanding;

· show engagement, application and concentration, and are  productive

develop the skills and capacity to work independently and collaboratively.
(Taken from the Handbook for inspecting nursery and primary schools)

Our teaching styles will reflect the learners' needs and we will aim to match the learning activities as closely as possible to the perceived learning needs of the child.

Learning Styles

Every one of us has a learning style, thinking style and working style as unique as our fingerprints. We each take in information, store knowledge and retrieve it in different ways. It is important to consider how children learn:

· Are the left or right brain dominant, analytic or holistic? Left/right dominance

· Are they auditory, visual, kinaesthetic or tactile?  Senses

· Do they need to move or drink while learning?  Physical – mobility, intake, time of day.

· Do they learn best in a cosy place with music or in silence sitting at desks? Environment –sound, light, temperature, work area

· Are they best when learning on their own or with others?  Social

· Are they rebellious with low persistence and little motivation? Attitudes – motivation, persistence, conformity, responsibility, structure, variety.

Assessment, recording and reporting

Assessment monitors the child’s present performance against past achievement. In all areas of the curriculum targets are set and objectives are made clear at the beginning of the lesson.

Assessment is carried out in a variety of ways:

· observations of child or group task

· discussion with the child about a task

· work in books

· children’s own evaluation of their work/understanding

· written tests or tasks at the end of a topic

These assessments:

· inform future planning

· provide information about individuals and groups

· provide summative information

· provide information for parents

· contribute to a full picture of child’s progress.

We recognise that personalised learning is the way forward to cater for the talents and needs of every child.  Assessment for Learning(AfL) has key role to play, pupils need to know where they are in their learning and what they need to do to improve.

Records are kept of each child’s progress. The annual report will provide individual children’s progress to parents.
Equal opportunities and Special Needs

The school aims to give all children, regardless of race, gender, disability and class equal access to broad, balanced and creative curriculum. There is a need to be aware of children with a SpLd and we are particularly sensitive to the needs of children with dyslexia. All children are able to engage in most activities. Levels of ability and understanding may vary considerably their work consequently work will show a wide range of skills and ability. In all areas of the curriculum it is important to promote the growth of confidence and self esteem.

For our gifted and talented pupils we will:

· extension and/or differ more challenging taskes to be provided.

· greater independence in working, e.g. carrying out mathematical investigations.

ICT
The use of ICT is included in all areas of the curriculum and enables us to deliver the curriculum in a multi-sensory way.

Resources

Quality resources will constantly be reviewed, provided and made available appropriate to the age, aptitude and ability of our children.

Conclusion
We aim to provide a curriculum that is interesting, creative, broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated. 
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